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The Fourth Sunday in Lent 

March 13 & 14, 2021  

 

Jesus Carries Our Cross: Punishment. 

 

 

 

Prelude 

 

Opening Hymn Salvation Unto Us Has Come 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 390 
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M: The grace of our Lord      Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you. 

 

C: And also with you.  

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear 

children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, 

let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have 

sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my 

Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my 

sin, and take away my guilt. 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May 

God give you strength to live according to his will. 

 

C: Amen.  
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Prayer of the Day 

M: Let us pray.  

Almighty God, we confess that we deserve to be punished for our evil deeds. But we ask you 

graciously to cleanse us from all sin and to comfort us with your salvation; through your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

 

Be seated 

THE WORD 

 

First Lesson Numbers 21:4-9 

Everyone who looked to the bronze snake did not die but was saved. 

 

 They traveled from Mount Hor along the route to the Red Sea, to go around Edom. But the people 

grew impatient on the way; they spoke against God and against Moses, and said, “Why have you 

brought us up out of Egypt to die in the desert? There is no bread! There is no water! And we detest this 

miserable food!” 

 Then the LORD sent venomous snakes among them; they bit the people and many Israelites died. 

The people came to Moses and said, “We sinned when we spoke against the LORD and against you. Pray 

that the LORD will take the snakes away from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 

 The LORD said to Moses, “Make a snake and put it up on a pole; anyone who is bitten can look at it 

and live.” So Moses made a bronze snake and put it up on a pole. Then when anyone was bitten by a 

snake and looked at the bronze snake, he lived.  

 
 
 Numbers: The book of Numbers receives its name from two census lists of Israelite men twenty 

years of age or older who were able to serve in the army. The first census was taken immediately after 

the Israelites left Egypt (chapter 1) and the second was taken almost 40 years later as the Israelites were 

preparing to enter the promised land of Canaan (chapter 26). The Hebrew title of the book – Bemidbar, 

or “in the desert” – is much more descriptive of its contents. Numbers recounts the story of Israel’s 

journey through the desert from Mount Sinai to the plains of Moab on the border of Canaan. Although 

its ancient contents tell of the rebellion of Israel against the God who delivered them from slavery, the 

message of Numbers has lasting significance for the church. God displays his wrath against his 

disobedient and straying people, but his grace is always renewed and his redemptive purposes will 

always come to fruition. 
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Psalm of the Day Psalm 38 

The believer despairs of his own righteousness and turns to God his Savior for salvation. 

 
  

 O LORD, do not rebuke me in your anger 

  or discipline me in your wrath. 

 

 For your arrows have pierced me, 

  and your hand has come down upon me. 

 

 My guilt has overwhelmed me 

  like a burden too heavy to bear.  

 

 Refrain 

 

 All my longings lie open before you, O LORD; 

  my sighing is not hidden from you. 

 

 I wait for you, O LORD; 

  you will answer, O Lord my God. 

 

 Come quickly to help me, 

  O Lord my Savior. 

 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit, 

 as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

 

 Refrain   
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Second Lesson Ephesians 2:1-10  

We are saved by grace through faith, not by works. 

 

 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you 

followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work 

in those who are disobedient. All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our 

sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath. 

But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when 

we were dead in transgressions – it is by grace you have been saved. And God raised us up with Christ 

and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he might 

show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. For it is by 

grace you have been saved, through faith – and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by 

works, so that no one can boast. For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good 

works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 

 

Verse of the Day 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall 

not perish but have eternal life. 

 

Please stand 

 

Gospel John 3:14-21 

God sent Jesus for the salvation of the world. 

 

 “Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone 

who believes in him may have eternal life. 
 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall 

not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but 

to save the world through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not 

believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. 

This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their 

deeds were evil. Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his 

deeds will be exposed. But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen 

plainly that what he has done has been done through God.” 
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Be seated 

 

Anthem (Sunday) How Deep the Father’s Love for Us 

Adult Handbell Choir arranged by Peggy Bettcher 

 

How deep the Father's love for us, how vast beyond all measure, 

That he should give his only Son to make a wretch his treasure. 

How great the pain of searing loss! The Father turns his face away 

As wounds which mar the chosen One bring many sons to glory. 

 

Hymn of the Day God Loved the World So That He Gave 

 Christian Worship 391 
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Sermon (Saturday) Ephesians 2:1-10  

The Grace of God Is All You Need 

 

Sermon (Sunday) Numbers 21:4-9 

Look and Live! 

 

Please stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

   maker of heaven and earth. 

  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

   born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

   was crucified, died, and was buried. 

  He descended into hell.  

  The third day he rose again from the dead. 

  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

   the holy Christian Church,  

    the communion of saints,  

   the forgiveness of sins,  

   the resurrection of the body,   

   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

THANKSGIVING 

 

Offering 

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work  

in our community and around the world, and our offerings are  

a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically, 

 scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,  

you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.  

http://www.sjtosa.org/giving
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Please stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 

M: Heavenly Father, you loved the world and gave your Son to liberate us from sin and death by 

his obedient death on the cross. 

 

C: We confess that without your love we are lost. 

 

M: Lord of the Church, we thank you for the treasure of the gospel. By your Spirit, keep our eyes 

fixed on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith. 

 

C: Strengthen our determination to do what pleases you, no matter what the danger or the 

cost. 

 

M: Let us pray for those who carry a cross in the name of Christ and face ridicule and persecution 

for the sake of the kingdom: missionaries and chaplains, young people who stand up for what 

is right in the face of pressure to do what is wrong, and all who pay a high price for their faith 

and their values as Christians. 

 

C: By your Spirit, O Lord, grant them patience and endurance. 

 

M: Let us pray for those who carry heavy burdens in life: the sick and the chronically ill, the 

depressed and the lonely, those torn by conflict in personal relationships, those victimized by 

war and injustice, and all who face the terrors of life with a heavy heart. 

 

C: Grant them peace, O Lord, and in your mercy, be their guardian and friend, their 

comfort and hope. 

 

M: Let us pray for those who care for others: pastors and counselors, physicians and nurses, social 

workers and caring friends, all who feed the hungry, comfort the hurting, and stand beside the 

dying. 

 

C: Strengthen them in their work, O Lord, and do not let them become weary in doing good. 

 

 Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

 

M: Help us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Keep us faithful even to the point of 

death, that we may receive the crown of life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

C: Amen.  
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Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

 Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn  The Tree of Life 

  Christian Worship Supplement 754 
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Please stand 

 

M: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us 

by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, 

guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 

gladness. 

 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace.  

 

Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn Amazing Grace – How Sweet the Sound 

Christian Worship 379 
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Announcements 

 

WELS Connection Luther Preparatory School 

 

Postlude 

 

If you do not wish to take your service folder home, please place it in the basket so it can be reused. 
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Readings for the Week of Lent 4 
 

M John 6:22-29 Exodus 16:2-7a, 13-15 

T 1 Kings 19:1-8 John 6:30-35 

W Mark 12:28-34 Mark 12:41-44 

R John 6:47-59 John 6:60-65 

F John 12:20-26 2 Corinthians 4:7-14 

S John 8:21-30 John 11:17-45 
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Serving at Worship 
 

Preacher Seminary Student Christian Willick (Saturday) 

 Pastor Kyle Bitter (Sunday)  

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Eric Schroeder 

 

Musicians Megan Bauer, piano (Saturday) 

 Lisa Eggebrecht, organ (Sunday) 

 

Adult Handbell Choir Director Kristi Meyer  

 

Worship Notes 
 

• The flowers are placed by Esther Otto in celebration of her 22nd birthday and in thanks for 

blessings received. 

 

In Our Prayers 
 

• St. John’s teachers Renee Pastorek and Leslie Campbell, as each deliberates the two divine 

calls they now hold. 

 

• The family and friends of Lois E. Lennox, mother of Lorna Leyrer, who went to be with her 

Lord on Thursday, March 4, at the age of 85. Her Christian funeral service was held on 

Saturday, March 13. 
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Parents’ Preview for March 21 
 

The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,  

or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their 

children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.  

 

“How Great Thou Art” Refrain 

Christian Worship 256 

 

 

 

 



 

The Mission of our Church 
 

As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s, 
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God 
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the 
light of his grace. 
 
As 21st century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the 
light of God’s love by: 

 
Making worship of our Savior the  
top priority in our lives 
 

Growing in our faith through daily  
contact with God’s Word 

 

Fostering Christian friendships for  
mutual encouragement and support 

 

Using our unique gifts to glorify God 
and serve God’s people 

 

Sharing the good news of God’s 
forgiving love with others 
 

 

 

Pastors 
 

Pastor Joel Leyrer 

joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Eric Schroeder 

eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Kyle Bitter 

kyle.bitter@sjtosa.org 

 
Chinese Outreach Pastor 
 

Pastor Joshua Yu 

joshua.yu@sjtosa.org 

 
School Principal 
 

Mr. Dan Markgraf 

dan.markgraf@sjtosa.org 

 
Church Office 
 

7809 Harwood Ave 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-7831 

church@sjtosa.org 

 
School Office 
 

1278 Dewey Avenue 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-4214 

school@sjtosa.org   

 

 

 

 

Worship Services  Worship in Chinese 
 

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.  Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 
sjtosa.org sjtosa.org 


